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Lightning Ridge art student
Priscilla Martinez has been
selected for the prestigious
ArtExpress exhibition.

Notified of her success last
Thursday Priscilla said she was
very pleased with the result.

“I was really excited and proud
that all the hard work paid off,”
she said.

And it is an impressive feat to
be a part of the Year 12 exhibi-
tion.

Judged from HSC major art-
works students needed to be in
the top 8 per cent of the State
just in order to be preselected.

Only a third of these students
make it into ArtExpress and
Priscilla is one of them.

This is the first time a
Lightning Ridge Central School
student has been selected for
ArtExpress in the seven years it
has catered for HSC students.

“I always hoped to get in and
we aimed for that,” Priscilla
said.

But she joked with art teacher
Nicole DeLosa that she left room
on her bedroom walls to hang the
pictures up if she did not get in -
but she will have empty spaces
there for awhile.

The Senior Practical Arts
Exhibition had to make do with
prints of the artworks on Friday.

“I don’t get it back until after
August,” Priscilla said of her
work.

Priscilla’s works will be a part
of the regional tour and will be
exhibited at the Grafton
Regional Gallery from May 30 to
July 1 and at the Orange
Regional Gallery from July 20 to

August 26.
“Being in the regional exhibi-

tion it is as close as it can get to
here,” she said.

This year the 2005 artworks
were shown throughout Sydney
including a display at David
Jones and an exhibition at the
Art Gallery of NSW.The regional
tour canvassed Newcastle,
Wollongong, Wagga, Tamworth
and Dubbo.

Priscilla says she was lucky to
have the help of Miss DeLosa as
most senior art students in the
Ridge study the course by dis-
tance education.

Priscilla studied by distance

education for one and a half
years, before Miss DeLosa was
approved to teach her.

However, future Lightning
Ridge students will miss out on
this blessing as Miss DeLosa
moves on to her next challenge,
Hornsby Girls High School.

“They get first in visual arts
every year so the pressure will be
on,” Miss DeLosa said.

Priscilla will be moving on as
well. She was recently offered a
place at Armidale’s University of
New England to study teaching,
but she wants to see if she is
offered a place at Newcastle
University first.

ArtExpress selection
for young Ridge artist

❏❏Teacher Nicole DeLosa and Priscilla Martinez at the
Senior Practical Arts Exhibition held at the Central School
on Friday.

Kids excited by book delivery
❏❏ Some of the central school students with their books.

The library at the Central School was abuzz
with excitement on Tuesday when the primary
children were presented with new books.

Part of the Books in Homes project, students
can choose and receive three free new books
three times a year.

And although this handout was a little late
and children were asking where the books were
in early November, their eventual arrival saw
them get very excited.

Aunty June and Aunty Rose resumed their
usual position handing out the books and Books
in Homes volunteers Kim and Brett Kingston
also traveled up to Lightning Ridge for the event.

“We’ve been doing it every time. It’s good to
make the contact with the children and get to
know them,”Aunty June said.

The program is designed to encourage chil-
dren to read beyond the pressure of the class-
room.

Aimed at remote schools 25 per cent of the
books in each round are by Indigenous authors,
which is important considering 80 per cent of the
recipients are also Indigenous.

Now into its fourth year, the program has seen
children start reading at home and parents are

taking a greater interest in their children’s read-
ing.

It was this success that led the Department of
Education, Science and Training to approve
another round of funding for the project that will
lead them through until June 2007.

All the schools involved in the program were
evaluated by the department two weeks into
term four. This will give Lightning Ridge chil-
dren the chance to receive more books.

❏❏ Erica Woodcock receiving her books
from Aunty June.

FRIDAY 15 December
Meat Tray Raffles and Half Hams

from 7.15pm - Draw 8pm
FRIDAY NIGHT

ENTERTAINMENT
“Kylie Hogan”

Mixed Lounge from 8.30pm

LIGHTNING RIDGE
DISTRICT BOWLING

CLUB

LIGHTNING RIDGE
DISTRICT BOWLING

CLUB

Phone: 6829 0408
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MONDAY 18 December
Movie:“Scary Movie 4”

8pm -- FREE

LAST MARKET DAY for 2006
This Sunday 17th December. Will resume 28th January, 2007

LAST BINGO DAY for 2006
Thursday 21st December. Will resume Thursday 1st February, 2007

SATURDAY 16th December
Members Xmas Party

Beer Garden From 6pm
TEENA’S KARAOKE

from 8pm Mixed Lounge

Information for members and their invited guests

THURSDAY 14 December
Bowlers Meat Tray

Raffles and Half Hams
from 5pm

SUNDAY 17 December
Last Market Day 2006.

BIG MARKET DAY
2 Main Prizes: Also 2 x $500 and 

6 x $250 CASH PRIZES.
Permit No. 06/13065

“ROYDON DONAHUE”
Mixed Lounge.After Raffles

FRIDAY 22 December
“VICTORIA EDWARDS”

Mixed Lounge.After Raffles

SUNDAY 31 December
NEW YEARS EVE

with the SIMMO’S 9pm to 1.30am

New Years Eve - Club Restaurant
3 course meal $25
6.30 - 8.30 bookings only
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