d Some of the central school students with their books.

Kids excited by book delivery

The library at the Central School was abuzz
with excitement on Tuesday when the primary
children were presented with new books.

Part of the Books in Homes project, students
can choose and receive three free new books
three times a year.

And although this handout was a little late
and children were asking where the books were
in early November, their eventual arrival saw
them get very excited.

Aunty June and Aunty Rose resumed their
usual position handing out the books and Books
in Homes volunteers Kim and Brett Kingston
alsotraveled up to Lightning Ridge for the event.

“We’ve been doing it every time. It’s good to
make the contact with the children and get to
know them,” Aunty June said.

The program is designed to encourage chil-
dren to read beyond the pressure of the class-
room.

Aimed at remote schools 25 per cent of the
books in each round are by Indigenous authors,
which isimportant considering 80 per cent of the
recipients are also Indigenous.

Now into its fourth year, the program has seen
children start reading at home and parents are

1 EricaWoodcock receiving her books
from Aunty June.

taking a greater interest in their children’s read-
ing.

It was this success that led the Department of
Education, Science and Training to approve
another round of funding for the project that will
lead them through until June 2007.

All the schools involved in the program were
evaluated by the department two weeks into
term four. This will give Lightning Ridge chil-
dren the chance to receive more books.
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